
Oryx a�d Crake: A Jour�ey 
T�roug� Dy�topia
Margaret Atwood's Oryx and Crake presents a haunting vision of a 
post-apocalyptic world where scientific advancement has outpaced 
ethical consideration. This speculative fiction explores the 
consequences of unchecked corporate power, genetic engineering, 
and the commodification of life itself. Through the eyes of Snowman 
(formerly Jimmy), we witness the aftermath of humanity's collapse 
and the birth of a new species designed to replace us.



T�e C�ro�ology of Collap�e

Pre-Cata�trop�e
Society divided between corporate Compounds and 
impoverished Pleeblands. Scientific advancement 
focused on genetic modification and profit, with 
corporations creating hybrid animals like pigoons and 
rakunks.

T�e Plague
Crake releases a deadly virus through BlyssPluss pills 
distributed worldwide, wiping out most of humanity in his 
plan to replace humans with his genetically engineered 
Crakers.

Po�t-Apocalyp�e
Snowman survives as possibly the last human, living near 
the beach and caring for the Crakers while struggling with 
memories of his past and the roles of Oryx and Crake in 
humanity's downfall.



T�e Co�pou�d Sy�te�: 
Corporate Co�trol

Scie�tific E�clave�
Compounds were secure, 
self-contained communities 
built around powerful 
corporations like HelthWyzer 
and RejoovenEsense, where 
elite scientists lived and 
worked on genetic 
engineering projects.

Corporate Security
CorpSeCorps served as 
private security forces that 
protected corporate 
interests, monitored citizens, 
and eliminated threats4
including Jimmy's mother 
after she fled to join 
environmental activists.

Et�ical Co�pro�i�e
Scientists like Jimmy's father and Crake worked on increasingly 
questionable projects, including deliberately releasing diseases 
to profit from selling cures, showing how corporate profit motives 
corrupted scientific ethics.



T�e Pleebla�d�: Life Out�ide t�e Co�pou�d�

Social Stratificatio�

The world outside the Compounds was known as the 
"pleeblands"4urban areas where those not employed by 
corporations lived in relative poverty and chaos. This 
stark division reflected the novel's critique of growing 
inequality.

Compound residents viewed pleebland inhabitants as 
inferior and potentially dangerous, though Jimmy 
discovered during his visit with Crake that this perception 
was largely propaganda designed to maintain the social 
hierarchy. The pleeblands represented a world where corporate 

influence was still dominant through consumer products, 
but without the protection and privileges of Compound 
life. This division between "inside" and "outside" serves as 
a central theme in the novel's exploration of social 
inequality.



Ge�etic E�gi�eeri�g: Playi�g God

Crake'� Paradice Project
The ultimate expression of genetic hubris

Hu�a�-A�i�al Hybrid�
Pigoons with human brain tissue, wolvogs, rakunks

C�ickieNob�
Headless chicken organisms grown for meat

The novel portrays a world where genetic engineering has progressed to alarming extremes. Scientists create hybrid 
creatures like pigoons (pigs with human organs), wolvogs (wolf-dog hybrids designed for security), and ChickieNobs 
(headless chicken blobs grown for meat). These creations blur the line between human and animal, natural and artificial.

Crake's ultimate creation, the Crakers, represents the pinnacle of this genetic manipulation4humanoid beings designed 
with plant and animal traits, engineered to eliminate what Crake saw as humanity's flaws: sexual jealousy, religious 
thinking, and artistic expression.



T�e Craker�: Crake'� "Perfect" Hu�a��
P�y�ical Adaptatio��

UV-resistant skin, citrus scent to repel 
insects, rabbit-like digestion system, 

and bright green eyes from chlorophyll 
intake

E�otio�al De�ig�
Engineered to lack jealousy, 
competitiveness, and hierarchy4
emotions Crake considered "inelegant" 
and harmful

Cog�itive Li�itatio��
Designed without capacity for abstract 
thinking, symbolism, or religious 
concepts4though these traits emerge 
despite Crake's intentions

Reproductive Cycle
Females turn blue when fertile, mating 

occurs without jealousy or attachment, 
programmed to die at age 30



T�e Ce�tral C�aracter�: A Co�plex Tria�gle

Ji��y/S�ow�a�
A "words person" in a world that 
values only science, Jimmy becomes 
the reluctant guardian of the Crakers 
after humanity's collapse. His journey 
from privileged compound child to the 
last human represents the novel's 
exploration of responsibility and 
survival.

Crake
A brilliant scientist whose disdain for 
humanity leads him to engineer both 
a plague to wipe out humans and the 
Crakers to replace them. His 
character embodies the dangers of 
scientific genius without ethical 
constraints or emotional connection.

Oryx
A mysterious woman whose past in 
sex trafficking symbolizes exploitation 
in the novel. Both Jimmy and Crake 
love her, though in different ways. Her 
role as caretaker to the Crakers and 
distributor of the plague makes her 
central to the novel's events.



T�e Decli�e of Hu�a�itie� i� a Scie�tific World

Cultural Devaluatio�
The humanities become increasingly irrelevant in a world dominated by scientific advancement 
and corporate profit

Educatio�al Di�parity
Jimmy attends the rundown Martha Graham Academy while Crake goes to 
prestigious Watson-Crick Institute

La�guage Degradatio�
Words become marketing tools rather than vehicles for 
meaning and connection

The novel portrays a society where humanities and arts have been marginalized in favor of scientific and technological 
advancement. Jimmy, as a "words person," represents this declining tradition in contrast to Crake's scientific brilliance. 
Martha Graham Academy, where Jimmy studies, is dilapidated and focuses on teaching students to write advertising 
copy rather than exploring literature's deeper meanings.

Snowman's obsession with preserving old words in the post-apocalyptic world highlights the novel's concern with 
language as a repository of human experience and connection that is being lost.



Co��odificatio� of Life a�d 
De�ire

Hu�a� Bodie� a� Product�
From Oryx's exploitation in sex trafficking to 
RejoovenEsense's cosmetic modifications, human 
bodies become commodities to be bought and sold

Ma�ufactured Need�
Corporations create insecurities then sell solutions, 
from anti-aging treatments to genetically modified 
organs

Profit fro� Sufferi�g
Companies deliberately release diseases to profit from 
selling cures, showing the ultimate corruption of 
healthcare

Viole�ce a� E�tertai��e�t
Executions, animal torture, and child exploitation 
become entertainment products consumed by Jimmy 
and Crake



T�e Blurri�g of Hu�a� a�d A�i�al

Ge�etic Hybridizatio�
The creation of pigoons with 
human brain tissue and other 
hybrid creatures challenges the 
distinction between human and 
animal, raising questions about 
what constitutes humanity.

Evolutio�ary Per�pective
Crake views human intelligence 
as merely "monkey curiosity" 
and dismisses human creativity 
as no different from animal 
instinct, reducing humans to 
their biological components.

Et�ical Bou�darie�
The novel questions whether 
humans exist separately from 
nature or are simply another 
species that has overstepped 
its ecological role, challenging 
anthropocentric worldviews.

Through genetic engineering that creates human-animal hybrids and Crake's view of humans as merely another animal 
species with delusions of grandeur, the novel constantly challenges the boundaries between human and animal. This 
theme connects to contemporary debates about human exceptionalism and our relationship with other species.



Exti�ctio� a�d Evolutio�
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The novel's preoccupation with extinction is embodied in the game "Extinctathon" that Jimmy and Crake play, which tests 
knowledge of extinct species. This game foreshadows humanity's own extinction and connects to contemporary 
environmental concerns about biodiversity loss.

Crake's creation of the plague and the Crakers represents his attempt to direct evolution, replacing what he sees as a 
flawed species (humans) with his own improved version. The novel thus explores whether humanity's scientific 
advancement has paradoxically led to its evolutionary obsolescence.

Snowman's struggles to survive in an environment where he is poorly adapted, compared to the well-adapted Crakers, 
further emphasizes the evolutionary themes of the novel.



Global Co�te�porary Releva�ce
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Released at the height of 
biotechnology advances and growing 

corporate influence
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contemporary global issues

3
Major Cri�e�

Climate change, pandemic threats, 
and technological ethics mirror the 

novel's concerns

Written in the early 2000s, Oryx and Crake anticipated many contemporary global concerns that have only intensified 
since its publication. The novel's exploration of corporate power over public policy resonates with current debates about 
regulation of tech and pharmaceutical companies.

Its portrayal of genetic engineering and species extinction connects directly to ongoing environmental crises and 
advances in CRISPR gene editing technology. The pandemic in the novel eerily foreshadows real-world concerns about 
global disease outbreaks and bioterrorism.

Perhaps most presciently, the novel's examination of scientific advancement outpacing ethical consideration speaks to 
current debates about AI, genetic modification, and the responsibilities of scientists in an increasingly complex world.


