
Oryx and Crake: A Dystopian Masterpiece
Margaret Atwood's Oryx and Crake presents a haunting vision of humanity's future, where unchecked scientific advancement 
and corporate power lead to catastrophic consequences. The novel follows Snowman (formerly Jimmy), possibly the last human 
survivor after a bioengineered plague, as he watches over the Crakers4genetically modified humanoids created by his brilliant 
but disturbed friend Crake.

Through alternating timelines, we witness both Snowman's struggle to survive in a post-apocalyptic world and Jimmy's earlier 
life leading up to the global catastrophe. The story explores profound questions about scientific ethics, human nature, and our 
relationship with technology through the complex relationships between Jimmy, the enigmatic Oryx, and the genius Crake.



Ma«ga«e· A·Ñ��d: Ll·e«a«× 
Vl¯l��a«×

Ca�adla� Ll·e«a«× Ic��
Born in Canada to a dietician mother and entomologist father, 
Atwood developed an early interest in writing and later earned 
degrees in English, French, and Philosophy from the University of 
Toronto.

Dec�«a·ed A¼·h�«
Published her first novel The Edible Woman in 1969, with The 
Handmaid's Tale receiving the first Arthur C. Clark award in 1987. 
Her works consistently achieve both critical acclaim and 
commercial success.

P«��lflc a�d Ve«¯a·l�e W«l·e«
Author of numerous novels, poetry collections, and non-fiction 
works, with recurring themes of feminism, environmentalism, and 
Canadian identity. The MaddAddam Trilogy is being adapted into 
an HBO mini-series.

I�Ðe�·�« a�d Ac·lÐl¯·
Beyond writing, Atwood invented the LongPen, a remote signing 
device allowing her to conduct book signings without being 
physically present. She remains an outspoken advocate for 
environmental causes.



Hl¯·�«lca� C��·eÖ·: Scle�ce Wl·h�¼· E·hlc¯

Published in 2003, Oryx and Crake emerged during a period 
of unprecedented scientific advancement at the turn of the 
21st century. The novel reflects growing anxieties about 
genetic engineering, corporate influence over public policy, 
and the declining prestige of humanities in favor of STEM 
fields.

Atwood, a champion of arts and environmentalism, 
extrapolates these trends to their logical extremes. The novel 
depicts a world where corporations have replaced 
governments, scientific progress has outpaced ethical 
considerations, and commodification has intensified to the 
point where everything4including human life4has a price 
tag.

The novel serves as a warning about the dangers of 
downplaying humanities in favor of unchecked scientific 
advancement. By examining what happens when profit 
motives drive research without moral guardrails, Atwood 
creates a cautionary tale about the potential consequences 
of current technological and social trends.



P��·: A W�«�d U�«aÐe�ed
Bef�«e ·he Fa��
Jimmy grows up in 

corporate compounds 
separated from the 

"pleeblands." His mother 
disappears after opposing 

corporate corruption. 
Jimmy befriends the 

brilliant Crake and both 
become obsessed with a 

mysterious girl named 
Oryx from a child 
pornography site.

Scle�·lflc A�bl·l��
Years later, Crake recruits 
Jimmy to market 
BlyssPluss, a pill secretly 
designed to sterilize 
humanity. Meanwhile, 
Crake creates the Crakers
4genetically modified 
humanoids designed to 
replace humans. Jimmy 
begins an affair with Oryx, 
who works for Crake.

A¨�ca�×¨¯e
Crake releases a deadly 

plague through the 
BlyssPluss pills, wiping out 

most of humanity. When 
Jimmy confronts him, 

Crake kills Oryx, 
prompting Jimmy to shoot 

Crake. Jimmy, now 
immune to the virus, 

becomes the Crakers' 
reluctant guardian.

Af·e«�a·h
Now calling himself 
Snowman, Jimmy 
struggles to survive while 
caring for the Crakers. He 
creates a mythology with 
Crake as their creator and 
Oryx as the mother of 
animals. The novel ends 
with Snowman 
discovering other human 
survivors, leaving his next 
move ambiguous.



Maz�« Cha«ac·e«¯: C��¨�eÖ M�·lÐa·l��¯

Jl��×/S��Ñ�a�
The protagonist who 
transforms from a privileged 
"words person" into the last 
human survivor. Though not 
scientifically gifted like Crake, 
Jimmy possesses emotional 
intelligence and creativity. 
His loneliness drives him to 
numerous affairs before 
falling deeply in love with 
Oryx. After the plague, he 
becomes "Snowman," the 
reluctant guardian of the 
Crakers.

C«a}e
A scientific genius whose 
disgust with human flaws 
leads him to orchestrate 
humanity's destruction. Born 
Glenn, he adopts the name 
of an extinct bird. Crake 
believes human traits like 
love, jealousy, and religion 
are "inelegant" evolutionary 
mistakes. His creation of the 
Crakers and the plague 
represents his attempt to 
"perfect" humanity by 
eliminating it.

O«×Ö
A mysterious woman loved 
by both Jimmy and Crake. 
Sold into various forms of 
exploitation as a child, Oryx 
maintains a relentlessly 
optimistic outlook that 
frustrates Jimmy. Her true 
identity remains ambiguous
4Jimmy believes he saw her 
in child pornography and 
later news reports, though 
she never confirms this. She 
becomes both Crake's 
assistant and Jimmy's lover.

The C«a}e«¯
Genetically engineered 
humanoids designed by 
Crake to replace humans. 
They possess traits from 
various animals and plants, 
including UV-resistant skin, 
simplified digestive systems, 
and regulated mating cycles. 
Though Crake attempted to 
eliminate religion, art, and 
complex emotions from their 
design, they develop these 
traits anyway.



The�e¯: H¼�a�l·× a· ·he C«�¯¯«�ad¯

Scle�·lflc P«�g«e¯¯ & I·¯ C�¯·¯
The novel examines how scientific 

advancement without ethical 
constraints leads to disaster. From 

genetic splicing to bioengineered 
plagues, science becomes a tool for 

profit and power rather than human 
betterment.

C�«¨�«a·e P�Ñe« & 
C����dlflca·l��
Corporations have replaced 
governments, dividing society 
between compounds and pleeblands. 
Everything has a price4health, 
beauty, sex, even violence4as human 
needs are exploited for profit.

H¼�a�¯ & A�l�a�¯
The boundary between human and 
animal blurs through creations like 
pigoons (pigs with human organs) 
and the Crakers. The novel questions 
what truly defines humanity4is it 
intelligence, creativity, or something 
else?

H¼�a� Re�a·l��¯hl¨¯
In a world dominated by science and 
commerce, genuine connections 
become rare. Jimmy seeks but fails to 
find meaningful relationships, while 
Crake rejects human bonding entirely 
as messy and unnecessary.

La�g¼age, Hl¯·�«× & 
H¼�a�l·le¯

As science rises, humanities decline. 
Jimmy's love of words becomes his 
lifeline in a post-apocalyptic world, 

suggesting that language and art are 
essential to humanity's survival.



S×�b��¯: Mea�l�g l� ·he 
De·al�¯

The C���« G«ee�
Representing both nature and scientific manipulation of 
nature. The Crakers' bright green eyes symbolize their 
artificial creation while also suggesting innocence and 
naivety.

I�¯lde Ð¯. O¼·¯lde
The compounds are "inside"4clean, wealthy, 
protected4while the pleeblands are 
"outside"4chaotic, poor, diseased. This 
division breaks down after the plague, 
symbolizing the collapse of artificial social 
hierarchies.

S��Ñ�a�'¯ Na�e
Jimmy becomes "Snowman" 
after the apocalypse, evoking 
both the mythical abominable 
snowman and phonetically 
resembling "no man"4
highlighting his isolation as 
possibly the last human alive.

These symbols work together to reinforce the novel's exploration of 
boundaries4between human and animal, natural and artificial, past and 
future. The green eyes of the Crakers particularly represent the 
convergence of hyper-intelligence and naive innocence, arrogance and 
humility, complexity and simplicity that defines much of the conflict in the 
novel.



Contemporary Relevance: A 
Warning for Our Time

2003
Publication Year

Yet its warnings about unchecked 
scientific advancement remain 

increasingly relevant

3
Books in Trilogy

Expanded universe in The Year of 
the Flood and MaddAddam further 

explores this dystopian world

20+
Years Later

The novel's concerns about genetic 
engineering, corporate power, and 
environmental collapse have only 

intensified

Atwood's vision serves as a powerful cautionary tale in our era of rapid 
technological advancement. As genetic engineering, artificial intelligence, 
and corporate influence continue to expand, Oryx and Crake asks us to 
consider the ethical implications of progress without moral constraints.

The novel's exploration of humanity's relationship with technology 
remains particularly relevant as we face climate change, pandemic 
threats, and increasing corporate control over daily life. By examining 
what makes us human4our capacity for language, art, love, and ethical 
reasoning4Atwood challenges us to preserve these qualities even as we 
embrace scientific advancement.

Perhaps most importantly, the novel reminds us that the humanities4
history, literature, philosophy4provide essential frameworks for 
understanding and guiding technological progress. Without these 
perspectives, we risk creating a world where efficiency and profit trump 
human dignity and environmental sustainability.


